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New Years Greetings
December 2013 & January 2014

By now, most of Pennsylvania has experienced snowfall, and most of our herps are snuggled safe in their hibernacula
for a long winter’s brumation. You may have noticed that fewer new records are being submitted on the PARS
website. Most submissions are of amphibians and some cold-tolerant reptiles on the warmer, sunny days. Despite
the drop-off in activity, there are still herps to be found! Streamside salamander species can be still located along
streams (of all places) through the fall, and during milder winter days. Another place to look for these hearty animals
during the winter is in old springhouses, where temperatures tend to remain above freezing. Even with this option
for a little herping fix, our field time is obviously reduced during the coldest months of the year. But this is a good time
for other PARS-related activities in the warmth of your home; you can begin to prepare for the 2014 herping season.
By spending some of the winter ‘down time’ studying Google Earth maps, contacting private land owners for access,
and brushing up on your species natural history knowledge and identification skills you will be able to hit the ground
running when those vernal pool species herald the beginning of the new herping season; and that is really not too far
in the distance! Winter is also a great time to catch up on record submissions. Please add all those records that you
found earlier in the year, or in previous years, that you haven’t had time to enter during the field season. Remember,
every record is important! Also remember to submit your time sheets. Even time spent researching sites or preparing
for the field counts for volunteer match. In the meantime, the staff at The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and
Conservation and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission would like to sincerely wish all of our PARS volunteers a
very, very happy and safe New Year.
Good Herping,
Marlin Corn, PARS State-wide Coordinator

Happy Winter
Herping

Photos: Bob Ferguson
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The PARS Project:

Why Conduct a Herpetological Atlas? Part 2

I

n the last issue of the PARS newsletter we initiated a conversation about the justifications for funding a herpetological
atlas project. We discussed why reptiles and amphibians are important components of the environment, how they
function as ‘bioindicators’ to help us gauge the health of the environment, and the potentials they hold for advancing
human medicine. We ended that part of this series with a statement about how many herpetological species have
declined or even gone extinct in recent times, and that is where we are picking up here.
The planet Earth is experiencing the phenomenon of extinction unlike anything witnessed before in the history of
human civilization. Some of the most precipitous declines and disappearances of animal species observed are those of
amphibians. The Global Amphibian Assessment (GAA) was a collaboration project among scientists from the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Conservation International and NatureServe. This endeavor revealed that of
the more than 6,000 species of known amphibians, nearly one third are globally threatened with extinction. The GAA
determined that over 30% of all frog and toad species, and nearly 50% of salamander species are threatened or have
gone extinct. Much of this has happened in recent years. Many of the recent frog extinctions have occurred in the
tropics and this phenomenon, covered extensively in the media, has been linked, in part, to climate change.

Figure 1: Global Amphibian Diversity. Source: Global Amphibian Assessment: www.pacificbio.org
One might wonder why this should concern Pennsylvanians. The United States ranks 9th in the world for amphibian
diversity, and of the 272 amphibian species found in the 50 states, 40 reside in Pennsylvania – nearly 15% of our country’s
amphibian diversity. Paradoxically, despite the wonderful diversity of amphibia our country is blessed with, the United
States yields a global ranking of 13 by the IUCN for number of threatened or extinct species. The Appalachian Mountains,
which run through Pennsylvania, are considered the world’s epicenter of salamander diversity and endemism. Of the
roughly 115 species that occur in North America, 23 are native to Pennsylvania, but approximately half of these species
are currently state-listed as Species of Special Concern, Threatened, Endangered, or Critically Imperiled due to population
declines. One species, the Eastern Tiger Salamander, has been extirpated from our state, and another, the Eastern Mud
Salamander, has not been observed here during the past twenty years.

Figure 2: Global Distribution of Threatened Amphibians. Source: Global Amphibian Assessment: www.pacificbio.org

The situation with reptiles is less clear. There are approximately 9,000 species of reptiles known globally, but only about
20% of these species have been assessed by the IUCN. By comparison, nearly all known species of birds, mammals and
amphibians have been assessed. But of the reptile species that have been assessed, approximately 28% were classified
as threatened, and twenty-two species are classified as Extinct or Extinct in the Wild. These numbers may sound low,
but keep in mind that only 1 in 5 reptiles have been assessed by researchers of reptile species has been assessed;
the situation for these animals may well be much worse than it appears. Approximately half of Pennsylvania’s native
reptiles are currently state-listed as Species of Special Concern, Threatened, Endangered or Critically Imperiled. Two
reptile species are widely considered to be extirpated from our state: the Midland Smooth Softshell (Apalone mutica) and
the Smooth Earthsnake (Virginia valerie valerie), one of our two Earthsnake subspecies. The Kirtland’s Snake (Clonopis
kirtlandii) may also be gone as it has not been observed in Pennsylvania since the mid-1960s.
Despite these grim statistics, not all news is necessarily bad for Pennsylvania’s herpetofauna. Two species thought to be
extirpated were ‘rediscovered’ in our state in 2011. The New Jersey Chorus Frog (Pseudacris kalmi) was discovered at one
site in the southeastern region, and the Eastern Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum subrubrum) was found at two sites
in the same region. They are still with us, yet their future in the Commonwealth is uncertain. Should these two species
exist in additional locations, finding and protecting these sites might make the difference to their continued survival in
Pennsylvania. Data collection by volunteers during the first field season for PARS suggests that other species might not
be doing as well as assumed, while other species may be doing better than assumed. The first step in protecting a rare
species is protecting the land where they exist, but this obviously cannot happen if we don’t know where the critters even
are.

The New Jersey Chorus Frog (left) and the Eastern Mud Turtle are two species thought to have been extirpated from Pennsylvania, but
were ‘rediscovered’ in 2011. Photos: Brandon M. Ruhe

Finding the sites for rare species is a primary objective of the PARS project. But documenting as many sites as possible for all
species is also important, should any of the ‘common’ species begin to experience serious declines. In the final article of this series,
we will pick up the conversation here in our discussion of why we are conducting a herpetological atlas.

The Northern Leopard Frog was
thought to be common in parts of
Pennsylvania, but data collection from
the first season of PARS suggests
otherwise. Photo: Brandon M. Ruhe
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Project Updates

Regional Coordinator Crew Recruited & Growing
Several Regional Coordinators have been recruited, and discussions are underway with several more contenders. The PARS team
would like to welcome, and thank our first new recruits for committing to this important responsibility. These leaders will be
overseeing many of the PARS activities on a local basis, and serve as points of contact for the volunteers in their general regions.

Please welcome:

Mark Lethaby, Northwest Region
Ed Patterson, Southwest Region
Duane Stafford, North-central Region
Tom Pluto, South-central Region
Kyle Loucks – Southeast Region
Bob Ferguson – Northeast Region
The names of Regional Coordinators are listed, with their contact information, on the last page of each newsletter. Some of these folks
also conduct PARS activities in counties outside of their regions, while some will focus only on certain counties within their regions.
In such cases, counties of special focus will be noted. As always, the three General Coordinators can also be contacted at any time.
As Pennsylvania is a huge state, the PARS project still needs more coordinators. If you are interested in becoming a PARS Regional
Coordinator, please contact Marlin Corn, mcorn@machac.org.

Verification Committee Makes Headway
In the last issue of our newsletter we introduced you to the members our volunteer Verification Committee. Since that publication, this
committee of experts has verified tens of thousands of records and is now going through the tedious process of analyzing disputed
records to determine proper identification. This is a tedious process which takes a lot of time. We would like to extend our gratitude
to these volunteers.

Newsletter Contributors Still Wanted
As previously mentioned, the PARS newsletter is an open forum for article contributions from volunteers. These contributions can be
the authorship of one of our current columns, or the addition of new ideas. If you have a creative streak, we want you! A diversity of
authorship can greatly enrich the newsletter; witness the outstanding job volunteer Ed Patterson did with the Historical Pennsylvania
Herpers column in this issue!

Scheduled Herp-Blitzes
Group survey outings, or ‘Herp-Blitzes’, are occasionally
conducted throughout the state. Regions or counties,
and dates are shown here; exact locations and times will
be given to registered participants closer to each survey
date. Currently, the following outings are scheduled:

April 13, 2014
Adams County

May 3, 2014

Sullivan County

June 8, 2014

Susquehanna County

PARS Presentations
Informative presentations about PARS and herpetology-related topics scheduled
at these venues:

March 29, 10:00 a.m.

Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve, Bucks County
PARS Volunteer Workshop

April 9, 6:00, p.m.

Clarion Free Library, on Main Street in Clarion, Clarion County PA
PARS Volunteer Workshop

April 12, 10:00 a.m.

Strawberry Hill Nature Center, 1537 Mount Hope Rd, Fairfield,
Adams County, PA
PARS Volunteer Workshop

If you are interested in participating in a Herp-blitz,
contact Marlin Corn: mcorn@machac.org

May 14, 7:00 p.m.

Briar Bush Nature Center, Bucks County
PARS introductory Program and roundtable discussion
More to be scheduled – stay tuned!
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PARS

First Season Highlights

As the first field season of the PARS project winds down, let’s take a
moment to reflect on some of the most memorable documentations.
Keep in mind that the first season officially began June first; at the
end of next year we will have a much longer season to reflect upon!

Rare Species
Here are some memorable records
of Pennsylvania’s rarest herp species
– kudos to the folks who made these
documentations!

Cope’s Gray Treefrog

Analyzed voucher recordings have offer preliminary
confirmation that Cope’s Gray Treefrogs exist in
Pennsylvania. DNA analysis is planned to solidify
this confirmation of a new addition to the list of
Pennsylvania’s native herpetofauna.
Photo: Jason Poston

Blanding’s Turtle

The Blanding’s Turtle is likely the rarest native herp
in Pennsylvania. During the month of August, a single
specimen was captured on two different days in Erie
County during a Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission
trapping survey.
Photo: Mark Lethaby

Broadhead Skink

At least one, possibly two records of our rarest lizard
were received. One record has been confirmed by the
PARS verification committee; the other is still under
review.
Photo: Kim McDade

Mountain Earth Snake

Ten records from five different counties came in for
this extremely rare Pennsylvania snake.
Photo: Kyle Loucks

PARS

First Season Highlights

As the first field season of the PARS project winds down, let’s take a
moment to reflect on some of the most memorable documentations.
Keep in mind that the first season officially began June first; at the
end of next year we will have a much longer season to reflect upon!

Rare Species
Continued...

Mudpuppy

Three records were received for the commonwealth’s
other fully aquatic and rare salamander.
Photo: Ken Anderson

Blue-spotted Salamander

This salamander was found in Pennsylvania for the first
time during the year 2000. A revisit of the site yielded
an incredible 64 specimens.
Photo: Brandon Ruhe

Hellbender

Four records were received for Pennsylvania’s largest,
and one of its rarest, salamanders.
Photo: Bob Ferguson

Western Chorus Frog

Two documentations were made for Western Chorus
Frogs, the first for this species since 2005.
Photo: Brandon Ruhe
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PARS

First Season Highlights

As the first field season of the PARS project winds down, let’s take a
moment to reflect on some of the most memorable documentations.
Keep in mind that the first season officially began June first; at the
end of next year we will have a much longer season to reflect upon!

Capturing the

Natural Moment
Here are some memorable records
of Pennsylvania’s rarest herp species
– kudos to the folks who made these
documentations!

Milksnake vs. Gartersnake

Eric Messner took captured this photo of an Eastern
Milksnake devouring an Eastern Gartersnake in his
Back yard in Dauphin County.

Gartersnake and the Red Salamander
MACHAC President, Brandon Ruhe captured a series
of photos which document an Eastern Gartersnake
capturing and swallowing a combative Northern Red
Salamander. Here are two photos documenting this
battle, which lasted about 20 minutes.

Lunch for a Queen

Larry DeYoung photographed a Queensnake which
had just captured a crayfish in Delaware County.
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Observations from the Field

Highlights of observations made in October and November of 2013:
•

A whopping 13 Ridge and Valley Salamanders were reported in October – the first PARS records for this species since the
project launched.

•

A nice number of observations for Marbled Salamanders came in during October.

•

A Southern Leopard Frog made a rare late-summer appearance in Bucks County.

•

A Northern Leopard Frog record came in from Columbia County – this should constitute a county record.

•

No lizards were observed during these two months.

Summary of records received for October & November 2013:
Please note that these numbers represent the number of sites, not actual numbers of specimens.
Records not submitted by the end of the month may not be included.
While some dedicated individuals continue to brave the elements, observations have predictably slowed during November with
the departure of warm weather. However, October saw robust record submission, including some significant sightings.

Salamanders

Spotted Salamander--15
Marbled Salamander--8
Red-spotted Newt--9
Northern Dusky Salamander--45
Seal Salamander--5
Allegheny Mountain Dusky Salamander--32
Northern Two-lined Salamander--58
Long-tailed Salamander--7
Northern Spring Salamander--15
Four-toed Salamander--9
Eastern Red-backed Salamander--142
Northern Slimy Salamander--30
Valley & Ridge Salamander--13
Northern Ravine Salamander--1
Wehrle’s Salamander--9
Northern Red Salamander--5

Snakes

Valley & Ridge Salamanders Photo: Ed Patterson

Turtles

Frogs

Eastern American Toad--18
Fowler’s Toad--2
Gray Treefrog--7
Spring Peeper--10
American Bullfrog--5
Green Frog--37
Pickerel Frog--23
Northern Leopard Frog--1
Southern Leopard Frog--1
Wood Frog--9

Northern Black Racer--2
Northern Ring-necked Snake--9
Eastern Ratsnake--16
Eastern Milksnake--6
Northern Watersnake--11
Smooth Greensnake--1
Queensnake--2
Northern Brownsnake--24
Northern Red-bellied Snake--19
Short-headed Gartersnake--3
Eastern Gartersnake--68
Northern Copperhead--5
Timber Rattlesnake--5

Timber Rattlesnake Photo: Scott Martin

Snapping Turtle--4
Eastern Musk Turtle--2
Painted Turtle--4
Midland Painted Turtle--2
Eastern Painted Turtle--8
Wood Turtle--2
Northern Map Turtle--1
Pond Slider
Red-eared Slider*--5
Northern Red-bellied Cooter--5
Box Turtle--10

*Non-native, naturalized species

Wehrle’s Salamanders Photo: Duane Stafford
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Utilizing Artificial Cover Objects; Bringing the Herps to You.
As any seasoned field-herper knows, looking under natural objects such as stones and logs can greatly increase the final
species count of a survey. Unnatural debris can create similar refugia for herps. Some of the most successful outings
result from visiting a trash dump left in a natural area by some, shall we say, less than scrupulous person. As unsightly as
these dumps are, they can be magnets for herps which take advantage of the ideal micro-climates created by many of the
discarded items. Boards, pieces of cardboard, tiles and other forms of rubbish retain moisture where they are in contact
with the ground, creating ideal refugia for many amphibians. Pieces of sheet tin and other discarded metals warm up
quickly in sunlight, creating a warm, dry microclimate for heat-loving reptiles.
If you have access to private land with promising areas, putting out cover objects can be an effective way to monitor local
herp populations, and possibly detect previously undocumented species. Salvaged pieces of plywood, barn-siding boards
and other natural wood products work well for amphibians when placed in wooded habitat. Avoid using pressure-treated
lumber or other lumber products that have been chemically treated to make them rot-resistant. Cover boards can be as
small as 1’x2’ and still be effective, but larger pieces can attract higher numbers, and a greater diversity of animals. Wooden
cover boards also work well for reptiles, when placed in sunlit habitat; however, broad, thin metal objects work even better.
Old car hoods or metal roofing materials are magnets for snakes and lizards when properly situated; they are best placed
in open habitat, but not too far from a hedgerow, or from the edge of a forested tract.
Cover boards, particularly if made from new lumber, need to ‘season’ a few weeks; so early winter is an ideal time to
start placing them. When choosing your locations, keep in mind that these objects are aesthetically unappealing to most
people, but conversely, are sought out by poachers. Place them well away from roads or trails so they will not be noticed.
Once the field season begins, your artificial cover objects should be checked no more than once every couple of weeks;
constant disturbance will discourage their use by herps. PLEASE NOTE: DO NOT PUT COVER BOARDS ON PUBLIC PARKS OR
RECREATION LANDS WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE PARK ADMINISTRATORS OR AGENCY BIOLOGISTS FIRST!

Six Fowler’s Toads were found beneath this well-weathered cover board.

…...tips for improving field-herping skills
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Good Field Protocol

Each issue of the PARS newsletter will highlight a different form of proper field protocol that PARS volunteers are urged to
adhere to while surveying in the field. Following these protocols will help insure minimum impact to the environment and
the animals we are seeking to document.

Salamander Sensitivity
Salamanders and other amphibians
have thin, moist skin through which
moisture and oxygen exchanges
occur. Species in the family
Plethodontidae do not possess
lungs and rely entire on cutaneous
respiration for oxygen intake. Most
amphibians rarely drink water,
but rather, absorb it through their
skin. This skin permeability makes
these animals highly sensitive to
chemicals and other pollutants
introduced into their environments.
These include chemicals that may
be present on the hands of field
herpers.
Insect repellents, skin
moisturizers, and even the salts
from perspiration can be absorbed
through the skin of amphibians,
causing them discomfort, pain
or possibly death. Since getting
adequate voucher photographs of

The use of hypoallergenic latex gloves can help protect amphibians
from the chemicals found in insect repellents, hand lotions, soap or
other products people put on their hands.

amphibians sometimes requires
handling them, surveyors should
be vigilant in taking precautions to
avoid exposing these animals to
harmful substances that may be
present on our hands. Never handle
any amphibian if you have applied or
otherwise handled any sort of salve,
insect repellent or other substance
to your hands. Carrying a bottle
of non-chlorinated water during
surveys is a good practice. Even if
you do not have any substances on
your hands, always rinse them prior
to handing any amphibian, and then
give the animal a final rinse upon
release. The use of hypo-allergenic
latex gloves when handling these
animals is also not a bad idea. Never
handle any amphibian any more
than absolutely necessary to obtain
an adequate voucher photograph.

….and Etiquette
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PA R S L E A G U E O F E X C E P T I O N A L H E R P E R S
The column dedicated to recognition of noteworthy herping achievements. and our wonderful volunteers.
Recognitions based on highest number of observations , most significant observations, and other distinguished efforts.

Most Significant Finds
Volunteers who have documented rare and uncommon
species during October & November of 2013
Jay Drasher - Wood Turtle
Scott Martin - Northern Spring Salamanders
Sebastian Harris – Marbled Salamanders, Northern Red-bellied
Cooter
Kenneth Anderson, II - Wehrle’s Salamander , Northern Spring
Salamander, Seal Salamanders
Kyle Loucks - Southern Leopard Frog, Four-toed Salamander
Darnell Brister – Marbled Salamanders, Four-toed Salamanders,
Northern Spring Salamander
Ed Patterson - Seal Salamanders, Valley & Ridge Salamanders,
Wehrle’s Salamanders, Northern Spring Salamander
Duane Stafford - Northern Spring Salamanders, Wehrle’s
Salamanders, Smooth Greensnake

Photo: Kenneth Anderson II

The 100 Club
PARS members who have submitted over 100 records during
either of the previous months of October & November 2013:

Duane Stafford---------------------------- 103 Records

Mitchell Rapp - Queen Snake
Tyler Hake - Queen Snake
JD Hartzell - Northern Leopard Frog
Steven Staedtler - Four-toed Salamanders, Northern Red-bellied
Cooter
Bob Ferguson - Marbled Salamanders, Four-toed Salamander,
Wood Turtle, Northern Red-bellied Cooter
Gary Pluto - Northern Spring Salamander

Photo: Sebastian Harris

The Fantastive Five
PARS members who have logged the most records since the
launch of the PARS project on June 1 2013 through November
30, 2013:

Ken Anderson----------------------------- 609 Record
Brandon Hunsberger------------------- 448 Records
Scott Martin-------------------------------- 344 Records
Ed Patterson------------------------------- 294 Records
Bob Ferguson ----------------------------- 284 Records
Records

Photo: Duane Stafford
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PA R S L E A G U E O F E X C E P T I O N A L H E R P E R S

Meet the Volunteers
Darnell Brister

Hey there, my name is Darnell
Brister originally hailing from
good old New Jersey, but recently
relocated to Bucks County,
Pennsylvania. I am a recent
graduate from Delaware Valley
College with a B.S. in Wildlife
Management and Conservation.
In recent years I have interned at
a Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
in NJ, and I try to stay active as
a volunteer for any herp-related
projects, such as PARS. Other
hobbies that I’ve picked up over
the years are skateboarding,
playing guitar and playing
drums.
Reptiles
and
Amphibians
have always been my favorite
animals, but it wasn’t until my
high school days when I received
my first pet snake, which fueled
this obsession. In the years to
come I got into field herping
and the conservation of wild
animals. Then I found the Field
Herp Forum online; seeing
the photos, and meeting likeminded people, really solidified my love for the field. It has been about 5 years now and I am still going strong. I find herps to be awesome
and inspirational. No other activity compares to spending a day in the field and observing these amazing critters.
Choosing a favorite herp is difficult so I’ll have split it into favorite Pennsylvanian amphibian and reptile. For the reptile category I would
have to go with the Eastern Milksnake, and for the amphibian category it would have to be the Marbled Salamander. I absolutely love
going out and finding snakes and salamanders; they are two fascinating groups with great attributes. Milksnakes are a beautiful species
requiring specific conditions to find, whereas Marbled Salamanders are cool Ambystomatids because they breed in the fall, which is the
opposite strategy of most other mole salamanders.
Coming from New Jersey, I obviously have a love for the Pinelands National Reserve, but Pennsylvania was always a short distance away
with a few more rocks to flip. Now that I live in Bucks County I am getting more in touch with the state. I have to hand it to PARS and
the MACHAC teams because they are grabbing every naturalist’s attention with this great project. Herps are a very important group of
species that seem to be overlooked at times. With the volunteer-oriented and
educational angle that PARS takes, everyone can, and
should get involved. A big thanks to everyone who already involved and getting out there to help. Remember to have fun, fill in the gaps,
and herp responsibly.

Historical Pennsylvania Herpetologists
Those Who Paved the Way…….
Indiana County’s

R.W. Wehrle (1852- 1937)

By Ed Patterson, Southwestern Regional Coordinator
Richard White Wehrle was an Indiana, PA jeweler, successful businessman and an avid amateur
naturalist credited with discovering a new species of salamander at Indiana County’s Two Lick hills
area in June 1911. R.W. Wehrle was a life-long student of natural history and a recognized authority of
Indiana County’s natural history.
Many guidebooks note Wehrle’s discovery and his connection to Indiana, PA. Having a salamander
named after him was only one of many interesting things about this ‘old-time’ herpetologist.
The salamander was named, Plethodon wehrlei, in Wehrle’s honor in 1917 by Fowler and Dunn of the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia.
Wehrle was an avid collector and submitted over 1,200 herp specimens to the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia and the Carnegie
Museum in Pittsburgh. Until shortly before his death he was still collecting and submitting specimens to museums.
In 1912 Wehrle established a Boys Naturalist Club. Club activities included herping field trips and organized events involving the outdoors.
For one activity 400 birdhouses were constructed and placed throughout Indiana Borough. In 1915 Wehrle was appointed as Game
Commissioner for the Indiana County Branch of PA Wildlife League. After several dead songbirds were brought to his attention Wehrle
issued a warning to local youths that ‘songbirds must not be killed’.
Wehrle had a particular interest in turtles and in 1908 he contributed an article to a PA Department of Agriculture publication on The
Economic Features of Turtles. At the 1908 annual meeting of a social club, the Indiana Bear Club, the menu included Crooked Creek Green
Turtle Soup ‘a la Wehrle’.
At Wehrle’s Jewelry Store in downtown Indiana taxidermy mounts were often displayed for the public. His Boys Naturalist Club also exhibited
reptiles at the Indiana County Fair. Local newspaper articles of his time included stories of Wehrle’s latest nature discoveries, including once
finding a century old turtle.
In 1929 Wehrle embarked on a five month world-wide herpetological tour. During the tour he befriended the director of the Honolulu
Museum. While in Honolulu he collected tropical fish that were shipped to the Academy of Sciences in Philadelphia. The following year
Wehrle sent a collection of one thousand Indiana County insects and butterflies to the Honolulu museum.
Wehrle exemplified the ‘life outdoors’. He credited his good health to his outdoor lifestyle and daily walks in nature. He remained active
until just before his passing at the age of 84. At his funeral the pall bearers were six men who as boys had been members of the Boys
Naturalist Club.
Morris Netting (Curator of Herpetology at Carnegie Museum) wrote in 1926 that
the naming of Wehrle’s Salamander was “a tribute to the oldest and best-loved
naturalist of Indiana County, Mr. R.W. Wehrle. For many years Mr. Wehrle has been
an indefatigable collector of cold-blooded vertebrates, and, in addition, his broad
interest and insatiable curiosity have led him to collect many unusual specimens
of other groups. He later contributed hundreds of specimens to the Academy of
Natural Sciences, and during the past decade the herpetological collections of the
Carnegie Museum have been greatly enriched by his efforts.”
Visitors to 560 Philadelphia Street in Indiana, PA will note the name R.W. Wehrle etched into the stonework at the top of the building. This
was the location of Wehrle’s Jewelry Store. A small side street in Indiana is named Wehrle’s Way. Few people know the significance of the
place or the remarkable life behind the name.
Wehrle’s Salamanders can still be found in Indiana County, one location is only two miles from where Wehrle lived and worked. When I
find Wehrle’s Salamanders I always think of Mr. Wehrle and the interesting and active life that he lived. How many of us will still be herping
at the age of 84?
•
•

Photo of R.W. Wehrle courtesy of the Indiana County Genealogical & Historical Society. Wehrle’s Salamander photo, Indiana County,
2013.
A booklet on the life of R.W. Wehrle is available from Indiana County Parks & Trails by e-mailing: indparks@gmail.com

14

Species Spotlight
Northern Red-bellied Cooter
Pseudemys rubriventris

Photo: Marlin Corn

At a distance, Northern Redbelly
Cooters can be difficult to
distinguish
from
Red-eared
Sliders. While both species have
notched beaks, a close look reveals
that the cusps of this notch are
more pronounced in the Cooters.
Additionally, the lower jaw of
Cooters is flattened compared to
the rounded mandible of Sliders.

Habitat: Northern Red-bellied Cooters inhabit waters that offer aquatic vegetation for feeding, ample basking structures, and deep pools with mucky bottoms for sleeping and brumation. They have been documented in ponds, lakes
and rivers, primarily in southeastern Pennsylvania.
Timing of Search: The easiest times of year to observe Northern Red-bellied Cooters are during the spring and autumn when they are eager to bask on sunny days. They have also been observed basking in mid-winter on mild days
where temperatures rise above the mid-50s.

All photos: M.D. Corn

Northern Red-bellied Cooters are the second-largest turtles in Pennsylvania; the
Snapping Turtle is the only species with records of larger sizes. At a distance, adult
Northern Red-bellied Cooters dwarf the much more common Painted Turtles, but
Red-eared Sliders, and introduced species, also get large. In this photo a Northern
Red-bellied Cooter and a Red-eared Slider bask on a log, to the left of several Painted
Turtles.
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N A M E T H AT H E R P :
Bottoms Up!
See if you can guess the turtle species these plastrons belong to
~ some species may be represented more than once

~ Answers on page 19

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

I.
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N A M E T H AT H E R P :
Bottoms Up!
See if you can guess the turtle species these plastrons belong to
~ some species may be represented more than once

~ Answers on page 16

J.

K.

L.

M.

N.

O.

P.

Q.

R.
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Preferably Alive

Photo: Shaun Hicks

Pseudotriton
montanus
montanus
A.K.A. Eastern mud salamander

THIS AMPHIBIAN HAS NOT BEEN SEEN IN PENNSYLVANIA SINCE 1995
LAST SEEN IN THE SOUTH-CENTRAL REGION
CURRENT WHEREABOUTS IN PENNSYLVANIA UNKNOWN

Reward: Accolades of the herping community
Not to be confused with the Northern Red Salamander
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Contact & Resource
Information

Regional Coordinators:
Northwestern Pennsylvania: Mark Lethaby - nw@paherpsurvey.org
North-central Pennsylvania: Duane Stafford - nc@paherpsurvey.org
Northeastern Pennsylvania: Bob Ferguson - ne@paherpsurvey.org
Southwestern Pennsylvania: Ed Patterson - sw@paherpsurvey.org
South-central Pennsylvania: Tom Pluto - sc@paherpsurvey.org
Southeastern Pennsylvania: Kyle Loucks - se@paherpsurvey.org

The PARS Team:
Brandon Ruhe, President, The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and Conservation
Jason Poston, Webmaster and IT Expert, The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and Conservation
Marlin Corn, PARS State-wide Coordinator, The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and Conservation
Chris Urban, Chief of the Natural Diversity Section, Division of Environmental Services, Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission
Kathy Gipe, Herpetologist and Nongame Biologist, Natural Diversity Section, Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission

Recommended Web Sites:
The Mid-Atlantic Center for Herpetology and Conservation (MACHAC): www.machac.org
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC): www.fish.state.pa.us.
Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles: www.ssarherps.org
Northeastern Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation: www.northeasparc.org
Maryland Amphibian and Reptile Atlas: www.marylandnaturalist.org

Answers to ‘Name That Herp’ quiz on page 15 & 16:
A. Eastern Painted Turtle		

B. Northern Redbellied Cooter		

C. Red-eared Slider

D. Northern Map Turtle		

E. Eastern Painted Turtle			

F. Bog Turtle

G. Spotted Turtle			

H. Eastern Box Turtle				

I. Wood Turtle

J. Red-eared Slider			

K. Northern Redbellied Cooter		

L. Eastern Painted Turtle

M. Spiny Softshell			

N. Eastern Musk Turtle			

O. Eastern Mud Turtle

P. Northern Redbellied Cooter

Q. Eastern Painted Turtle			

R. Red-eared Slider

